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OUR FAMILY 

CUTS 
INTERNATIONAL 

Established in 1983-84 as a rural development 
communications initiative, Consumer Unity & Trust 
Society (CUTS) is now at the cutting edge of the consumer 
movement in India as well as across the globe, and has 
expanded into trade and development, competition, 
investment and economic regulation, and human 
development.  

Today, CUTS, with a staff strength of over 100, operates 
out of three programme centres in Jaipur (CUTS Centre for 
International Trade, Economics & Environment, CUTS 
Centre for Consumer Action, Research and Training, and 
CUTS Centre for Competition, Investment & Economic 
Regulation), one in Chittorgarh (CUTS Centre for Human 
Development). 

CUTS also operates an advocacy centre in New Delhi, and 
a Centre in Calcutta (focusing on Consumer Safety and 
Grassroots Economic Development), India. 

Overseas, five centres are based in Lusaka, Zambia; 
Nairobi, Kenya; Hanoi, Vietnam; Geneva, Switzerland; and 
Accra, Ghana. 

The organization elects its Board/Executive 
Committee every fourth year, while the Secretary 
General heads the Secretariat. The organization is 
accredited by Credibility Alliance and affiliated with 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) and several other inter-
governmental and non-governmental organisation.  

CUTS International’s vision is “Consumer 
Sovereignty” and mission is “Consumer Sovereignty 
in the Framework of Social Justice and Equality, 
within and Across Borders”. In all its work, it follows 

the method of research-based advocacy and connects 
the grassroots with the international policy making 
processes. 

CUTS International, Geneva was established with initial 
inputs and support from CUTS, in 2008 under the name 
CUTS Geneva Resource Centre and has since been 
renamed CUTS International to better reflect the 
spread of the activities of the Centre beyond Geneva 
and their international character. 
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CUTS’ WORK IN 
AN EVOLVING 
GLOBAL SETTING 
 

 

Reflecting on the work of CUTS International, Geneva 
through this annual report for the period from April 
2015 to March 2016, gives me satisfaction that the 
organization has continued to effectively contribute to 
the realisation of CUTS’ vision of ‘consumer 
sovereignty in the framework of social justice, 
economic equality and environmental balance, within 
and across borders’.  During the reporting period, a 
number of important international negotiations and 
decisions were reached in the realm of trade, climate 
change, and related issues, all geared towards 
improving global economic, environmental, social and 
political circumstances. These have important 
implications for developing and least developed 
countries as they pursue their growth and development 
objectives. 

The United Nation Summit of September 2015 
approved Sustainable Development Goals as a means 
of eradicating extreme poverty by 2030.  The goals set 
out an ambitious action plan that will call for concerted 
efforts of not only the development agencies, 
international organizations and national governments, 
but also by other players such as the private sector; 
and us, the Fifth Estate. 

Further, the 2015 Conference of Parties (COP 21) under 
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) held in Paris, France saw the 
landmark agreement to limit global warming below 2% 
Celsius.  This will require mitigation and adaptation 
efforts through the identified tools of climate finance, 

technology transfer, and nationally determined 
contributions.  Beyond the agreement, much remains to 
be done towards realisation of a sustainable 
environment for humanity. 

In the multilateral trading system, despite very difficult 
negotiations, the December 2015 WTO Ministerial 
Conference held in Nairobi, Kenya was able to reach 
some important decisions, including on agriculture, a 
sector of much interest to developing and least 
developed countries in their quest for development.  
Again much work remains in order to achieve balanced 
international trade rules needed to spur the development 
potential of these set of countries. 

CUTS will continue to play its role as a leading think-tank 
in the economic and public policy arena, so as to ensure 
that the above international concerns are addressed in 
an inclusive manner at national, regional and 
international levels through cross-fertilisation of ideas 
and experiences of state and non-state actors. 

I thank our development partners for the continued 
support of CUTS’ work, which is geared towards 
contributing to the resolution of the development 
challenges through a holistic and sustainable approach.  
I also take this opportunity to commend my colleagues 
and partners in Geneva, Africa and other parts of the 
world with whom we are engaged in this noble cause. 

PRADEEP S. MEHTA 
Secretary-General, Consumer Unity & Trust 
Society (CUTS)  
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OUR KEY 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
 

 

 

The present annual report of CUTS International, 
Geneva covers the period from April 2015 to March 
2016.  As articulated in detail within the report, the year 
was quite productive as the organization continued to 
pursue its vision of establishing and promoting a pro-
trade, pro-equity credible southern NGO voice in policy 
making circles working on trade and development as 
well as related issues.  

During the period, a leading project titled “Promoting 
Agriculture-Climate-Trade Linkages in the EAC (PACT 
EAC)” with funding support from the Swedish 
International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) 
was successfully completed.  At the final regional 
annual meeting of the project, stakeholders, project 
beneficiaries, and partners shared positive reviews.  
Indeed, some impacts of the project have already 
started to be realised, with EAC countries adopting 
sustainable trade and environmental policies that will 
hopefully mitigate impacts of climate change.  

As a result of the positive evaluation, and the need for 
further work as expressed by stakeholders, a follow-up 
project (PACT EAC2) with funding support from Sida 
was initiated, and has commenced.  This phase will be 
implemented in a four year period (2015 – 2019), and 
will focus on agro processing in the EAC with the 
overarching objective of promoting climate-food 
security-trade linkages aspects. 

In addition to the above initiatives, CUTS International, 
Geneva continued to provide support to developing 

country delegates and ambassadors  to the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) through regular forums.  The forums 
connect beneficiaries to grassroots, as well as 
strengthening participants’ capacity in negotiations 
through analytical and informative notes and 
discussions. 

Related to the above, another dedicated forum to build 
and promote trust amongst WTO developing and 
developed country members was also established last 
year.  This initiative has been well received by 
participants as a means of deliberating on issues more 
constructively outside the formal negotiating structures 
of the WTO. 

Another important initiative during the year was a 
programme to promote trade in services negotiations, 
policy making and implementation in Least-Developed 
Countries (LDCs), Low-Income Countries (LICs), and 
Lower Middle-Income Countries (LMICs).  This initiative 
included training workshops also delivered in South Asia 
and East Africa.  It was implemented through a 
consortium with ILEAP and University of Sussex CARIS.  

I once again take this opportunity to congratulate the 
CUTS International, Geneva team for these 
achievements.  I also extend my gratitude to the wider 
CUTS family of organizations for the continued support 
offered to the team in Geneva. 

Finally, I welcome you to read the comprehensive 
annual activities as reported herein. As always your 
comments and feedback will be appreciated.   

PHILIPPE BRUSICK 
Chairman, CUTS International, General  
Assembly   
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IN PURSUIT OF 
VALUE FOR 
PEOPLE AND 
MONEY  

 

 

Public-interest, policy-based NGOs strive to achieve 
their respective Visions and Missions through their 
work.  They do not seek profits, nor any other material 
gains.  Their ultimate goal – through desirable 
changes in policies and practices – is to contribute to 
a better world for all.  We can call it the pursuit of 
“value for people”. 

Most of these NGOs depend on donor funding.  This 
is even more true for Southern NGOs, CUTS being 
one example.  Interested donors give grants to these 
NGOs, usually to undertake clearly defined projects, 
based on the convergence between the development 
objectives and performance criteria of the donor on 
the hand and the mission, competence, and track 
record of the NGO on the other.  Many donors also 
recognise the important role of public-interest, policy-
based NGOs in a democratic and accountable polity 
and hence support their development and 
strengthening as an objective itself. 

This model worked well though was not perfect.  The 
sincere desire to improve and reform the functioning 
of development assistance has led to many changes.  
The staff of donor organisations has been generally 
reduced, the available amount for development 
assistance is generally less, and the accountability 
demands from the public and parliamentarians are 
much greater.  Naturally, there is much greater 
emphasis on monitoring and evaluation to ensure 

that the development assistance is creating the 
intended impact.  This can be called the pursuit of 
“value for money”. 

The objective is noble.  But the outcome of the means 
adopted to achieve is not always positive.  Smaller 
public-interest, policy-based NGOs are confronted with 
many challenges.  They should develop robust 
monitoring and evaluation systems as well as capacity 
to meet the much greater reporting requirements by 
donors.  They should become more adept in not only 
creating an impact but also in measuring, reporting and 
marketing it.  They should be ready to compete with 
the for-profit (often very large consultancy firms) 
enterprises to secure grants to implement public-
interest projects.  Many NGOs though not all have done 
that and rather successfully.  They have tried to 
combine the pursuit of “value for people” with “value for 
money”. 

But some systemic issues are also coming to the fore.  
Not all NGOs have been able to adopt and adapt 
particularly due to their limited resources.  The space 
created by the thinning of the NGO world is being taken 
by the for-profit organisations.  The remaining NGOs 
need to invest scarce resources in continuous system 
and capacity improvements to meet the demands of 
the donors and the competition from the for-profit 
sector.  This may adversely affect the pursuit of their 
own Visions and Missions.  

RASHID S. KAUKAB 
Executive Director,  
CUTS  International Geneva 
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On the other hand, the success of for-profit 
organisations in claiming a greater share of 
development assistance including in the policy area 
does not necessarily lead to more “value for money”.  
One, they are usually costlier than a typical NGO.   Two, 
they often sub-contract other organisations (who may 
sub-contract even further and the evidence exists for 
that) to undertake various parts of the project.  The net 
result may be a negative “value for money”.  

Fortunately, there are some notable exceptions to the 
above trend.  Some donors still prefer to work with 
public-interest NGOs and have willingly provided 
support for their institutional development to meet the 
current challenges.  The Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) is a prime 
example.  Sida has helped CUTS International, Geneva 
in strengthening its governance systems, institutional 
capacities, and human resources skills and knowledge 
development.  As a result, CUTS International Geneva 
is able to implement multi-million dollar projects 
efficiently and effectively, rigorously monitor and 
evaluate the impacts and report them convincingly, 
and successfully align its mission with the work it 
undertakes.  We call this the pursuit of “value for 
people and money”.   

 

 

 

It is time to objectively and neutrally examine the 
systemic issues, to learn from the example of donors 
like Sida, and to continue the reform of the 
functioning of development assistance in a way that 
leads to true value for money while creating value for 
people.   

IN PURSUIT OF VALUE FOR PEOPLE AND MONEY  



 

ANNUAL REPORT 2015—2016 |  8 

INTRODUCTION 

ABOUT US 
 
CUTS INTERNATIONAL, GENEVA IS A NON-PROFIT NGO THAT CATALYSES THE PRO-TRADE, PRO-EQUITY VOICES OF THE GLOBAL SOUTH IN 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT DEBATES IN GENEVA.  
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INTRODUCTION 

ABOUT US 

CUTS INTERNATIONAL, GENEVA IS A NON-

PROFIT NGO THAT CATALYSES THE PRO-

TRADE, PRO-EQUITY VOICES OF THE GLOBAL 

SOUTH IN INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND 

DEVELOPMENT DEBATES IN GENEVA.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHO WE ARE 

CUTS International, Geneva is a non-profit NGO that 
catalyses the pro-trade, pro-equity voices of the 
Global South in international trade and development 
debates in Geneva. 

Through our work, we have made a name for linking 
people and issues in the world of multilateral trade 
with their counterparts in related policy areas. These 
include regional integration, agriculture, environment, 
competition, investment and consumer protection 
among others. 

Since our establishment in 2008, our research-based 
advocacy projects in the Global South - where we 
have our roots and partners - on these issues have 
made us a prime interlocutor of developing countries 
and international organisations in Geneva. 

In Geneva, we collaborate closely with developing 
country trade negotiators, backing them with 
technical knowledge and updates on the situation on 
the ground. We have also become a trusted technical 
cooperation and knowledge partner of international 
organizations such as the WTO and UNCTAD, where 
we have observer status. 

We and our sister CUTS organizations in India, Kenya, 
Zambia, Vietnam, and Ghana have made our 
footprints in the realm of economic governance 
across the developing world.  

Our activities stretch from Asia to Africa, South 
America and beyond. 

 

OUR VISION 

To pursue social justice and economic equity within 
and across borders by persuading governments and 
empowering people. 

 

OUR MISSION 

To establish and promote a pro-trade pro-equity 
credible Southern NGO voice as well as the means to 
achieve this in the policy-making circles working on 
trade and development and other related issues in 
Geneva. 

 

 

 

 

We have made a name for linking 
people and issues in the world of 

multilateral trade with their 
counterparts in related policy 

areas.  
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OUR OBJECTIVES 

 Improving inclusivity in relevant policy-making 
processes and decisions through better 
participation of developing countries' stakeholders 
including the grassroots. 

 Building capacity of policy-makers, negotiators, and 
other important stakeholders through demand-
driven and need-based research and analysis. 

 Contributing to deeper and broader understanding 
of relevant issues through targeted and research-
based outputs. 

 Enhancing policy coherence at all levels through 
the analysing of and raising the profile of pertinent 
issue linkages. 

 Facilitating mutual learning through information 
and knowledge sharing in networks. 

 Stimulating common interests among developed 
and developing countries through advocacy, 
dialogues and networking. 

 

 

GOVERNANCE 

The main organs of CUTS International Geneva are 
the General Assembly, the Executive Committee, the 
Stakeholder Forum and the Secretariat.  

 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

The General Assembly comprises eight members, 
including its President, Secretary and Treasurer. The 
General Assembly meets at least once a year. Under 
circumstances requiring urgent action, decisions by 
circular letter, telephone or email conference are 
admissible. The General Assembly takes its decisions 
by consensus. If there is no consensus then 
decisions shall be taken by a simple majority of those 
present. 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

The Executive Committee of CUTS International, 
Geneva is composed of five persons and is headed by 
the President of the General Assembly. The Director 
is ex-officio member of the Executive Committee.  
The Executive Committee meets twice a year. For 
decisions to be valid, at least half of the Executive 
Committee members must be present. By mutual 
agreement, decisions by circular letter, telephone or 
email conference are admissible. Decisions of the 

Executive Committee are taken by consensus. If there 
is no consensus then decisions shall be taken by a 
simple majority of those present.   

 

SECRETARIAT 

The Secretariat is managed by the Executive Director 
of CUTS International Geneva. The duties of the 
Executive Director include the preparation of annual 
programme of work for approval by the Executive 
Committee, the management of CUTS International 
Geneva in accordance with the administrative and 
financial rules, the implementation of the decisions of 
the General Assembly and the Executive Committee, 
resource mobilisation, and providing strategic 
leadership.   

 

STAKEHOLDER FORUM 

The Stakeholder Forum monitors the activities of CUTS 
International Geneva and offers advice to the Executive 
Committee and General Assembly. Current 
membership of this forum includes 20 representatives 
of inter-governmental organisations, non-governmental 
organisations, developing and developed country 
missions in Geneva, relevant government agencies in 
capitals, academics, and the media. 

 

ABOUT US / OUR OBJECTIVES 
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ACCOUNTABILITY 

We are committed to maintaining the highest 
standards of transparency and accountability to both 
our beneficiaries and donors. This is why we have 
adopted policies and rules on procurement, finance and 
accounting, fraud prevention, donor-recipient 
relationship and service rules. 

Our financial management systems are robust and 
have handled multi-million US Dollar projects. Our 
accounts are audited annually by an independent 
auditor affiliated to the International Federation of 
Accountants (IFAC), and special project audits are also 
undertaken when required. 

CUTS International, Geneva receives funding from a 
range of donors, including government agencies, 
multilateral institutions and foundations. Funding may 
be unrestricted or directed to specific projects or 
programmes. 

ABOUT US / ACOUNTABILITY 
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OUR OUTREACH 

As a vibrant advocate of South-South Cooperation, 
CUTS has been forming and maintaining strategic 
alliances with like-minded organisations and experts in 
over 50 countries, particularly in the developing world. 

It is our close involvement with stakeholders in the 
Global South that makes us a credible Southern NGO 
voice in Geneva.  We have observer status to the WTO, 
UNCTAD and UNFCCC, and excellent working 
relationships with ITC, FAO, UNEP etc. 

Over 3500 stakeholders around the world, mainly from 
developing countries, receive our regular research and 
advocacy communications. We also publish “In Action”, 
our quarterly activity report, as well as daily e-bulletins 
on important international events. 

 

ABOUT US / OUR OUTREACH 

MEDIA 

In the news 
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ABOUT US / OUR OUTREACH 

57% 
AFRICA 

21% 
EUROPE 

4% 
AMERICA 

17% 
ASIA 

OUR BENEFICIARIES 

3500+ Stakeholders 

Our beneficiaries and partners across the developing world include 
governments (policy-makers, negotiators, regulators),  civil society, 
businesses, academia, media,  farmer organisations, women groups 
and intergovernmental organisations. We adopt an inclusive 
approach to bring all this diverse range of stakeholders to the same 
table and find creative solutions. More than half of our 3500+ 
stakeholders are in Africa. 
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Impact this year 
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IMPACT THIS YEAR 

GLOBAL SOUTH & MULTILATERAL TRADE 
 
WE PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO DEVELOPING COUNTRY NEGOTIATORS IN THE WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION, WHILE CONNECTING 

THEM TO NON-STATE ACTORS IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH.  
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PROGRAMME 

GLOBAL 
SOUTH AND 
MULTILATERAL 
TRADE 

WE PROVIDE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO 

DEVELOPING COUNTRY NEGOTIATORS IN THE 

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION, WHILE 

CONNECTING THEM TO NON-STATE ACTORS IN 

THE GLOBAL SOUTH.  

WHAT WE DO 

The rules-based World Trade Organization is facing 
formidable challenges and the multilateral trading 
system is under serious threat of becoming weaker. 
This must be avoided as it is a critical global public 
good. A strong, rule-based, and equitable WTO is in 
the interest of both the developed and developing 
countries. 

The need of the hour is to increase the engagement 
of all stakeholders in the WTO and not to withdraw 
due to the slow pace of negotiations. It is particularly 
important to facilitate the participation and 
integration of developing countries as they comprise 
the vast majority of the WTO membership and their 
support to it can be the main source of strength in 
the 21st century. 

We also collaborate regularly with international 
organizations in trade-related capacity building 
initiatives such as Aid for Trade and the Enhanced 
Integrated Framework.  

As an observer to the WTO and UNCTAD, we organise 
and participate in a variety of public meetings with a 
view to bring our lessons from the ground into 
multilateral debates. CUTS have participated in all 
WTO Ministerial Conferences since the creation of 
the organization, and this year was not an exception. 

 

OUR OBJECTIVES 

 Developing countries are able to advance their 
interests in international trade negotiations 

 Developing countries effectively harness the 
developmental opportunities offered by the 
Multilateral Trading System 

 

IMPACT THIS YEAR 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES’ PARTICIPATION IN 

THE WTO IS BETTER INFORMED 

Since our establishment in 2008, we successfully 
established regular forums for developing country WTO 
delegates and Ambassadors, who used our support 
materials, advice and grassroots contacts to further 
improve their knowledge and understanding of issues 
and hence strengthen their participation in the relevant 
negotiations. This year, East African delegates in 
particular made significant use of our analytical papers 
to develop proposals and statements in WTO 
negotiations on agriculture, industrial goods and 
services. As a case in point, our paper on “WTO 
Agriculture Negotiations: Securing EAC Countries’ 
Interests” provided the main arguments for a 
submission developed by an East African country for a 
decision at the Nairobi WTO ministerial conference. 
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The submission argued that developed countries 
should provide for full-cost recovery of inspection 
control fees, paid to their SPS regulatory authorities by 
exporters from LDCs. Besides East Africa, CUTS also 
provided technical analysis to South and Southeast 
Asian countries at the WTO, under its “Business 
Connexion” forum. 

 

WTO NEGOTIATORS ARE CONNECTED TO THEIR 

GRASSROOTS AND PRIVATE SECTORS 

Besides benefitting from our analytical support on a 
wide range of WTO issues of their interest, East 
African, South Asian and Southeast Asian WTO 
delegates based in Geneva also tied strong links with 
their stakeholders back home. Through regular 
updates and physical meetings with their national 
counterparts, East African delegates have obtained 
guidance, appraised capital stakeholders of the WTO 
situation, as well as cleared out misconceptions about 
their work in Geneva.  The “Business Connexion” forum 
also linked selected Asian countries to their domestic 
private sectors which provided them perspectives from 
the ground on WTO issues.  

 

GREATER TRUST AMONG WTO MEMBERS 

CUTS Geneva regularly convened a forum of 
ambassadors and delegates from both developing and 

“Delegates in my mission have a big appreciation for CUTS, 
because they are learning a lot from CUTS-organised meetings 

where exchange of views and ideas is always a matter of the 
day.”   

 

developed countries, towards improving trust and 
convergence between them. Participants reported 
greater, more open and regular communications and 
exchanges among them, particularly pointing out the 
forum’s usefulness to understand each other’s 
interests and concerns. This helped in bridging some 
of their differences. They used the project to share 
information with each other regarding WTO 
negotiations and discussed possible ways to ensure 
the success of the 10th WTO Ministerial Conference.  
 

Developing country participants particularly indicated 
the utility of the initiative for them as they were able 
to interact with their developed country counterparts 
in a non-negotiating setting that facilitated their 
participation in the WTO negotiations as being better 
informed.  

MODEST JONATHAN MERO 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Tanzania to the UN 

in Geneva  

 

These results confirmed the need of such an initiative 
on a more regular basis. Participating countries 
indicated their interest in the continuation of the 
activity in 2016 particularly in view of the outcome of 
the 10th WTO Ministerial Conference which would 
require greater efforts to deal with the remaining Doha 
Round as well as new issues. They felt that a non-
negotiating forum like this will be helpful in making 
progress in the WTO negotiations towards a successful 
11th Ministerial Conference of the WTO. As a result, the 
initiative is continuing beyond the project duration at 
the participants' request, so far focusing on post-
Nairobi work at the WTO. This entails, inter alia, 
exchange of views on the way forward regarding 
remaining key DDA issues, as well as the nature and 
scope of the so-called "new issues".  

GLOBAL SOUTH AND MULTILATERAL TRADE/ OUR IMPACT 
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ACTION ALERT 

WTO: After Export Subsidies, 

Time to Tackle Domestic 

Support 

At the Nairobi 10th WTO Ministerial Conference last December, trade 
ministers reached a long-overdue decision that will eliminate export 
subsidies on agricultural products. This is a welcome step that will prevent 
in future the use of such trade-distorting measures. But the bigger elephant 
in the room remains the all more difficult, unfinished negotiations on 
eliminating domestic subsidies which are far more important and harmful 
to producers in poor countries.  

http://goo.gl/4rpBp9  

HIGHLIGHTS 

 

10
TH
 WTO MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE 

The 10th Ministerial conference of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO MC10) was held for the first time on 
Africa’s soil in Nairobi, Kenya from December 15th to 19th, 
2015.  The conference adopted a number of decisions 
now referred to as the Nairobi Package.  

In the run-up to the conference, CUTS Geneva worked on 
the preparations with trade negotiators under several 
forums. Discussions first revolved around a possible post-
Bali Work Programme,  then focusing on the ministerial 
conference itself after the latter was abandoned in August 
2015.  The focus of discussions at several CUTS events 
ranged from defining what could be considered a 
sufficient outcome to identifying priority elements for 
specific countries, exploring specific negotiating issues 
etc.  

In Nairobi, CUTS Geneva  issued daily bulletin to keep 
stakeholders around the world abreast of the negotiations 
proceedings, and organised several events on the 
sidelines.  

Upon the adoption of the Nairobi package, while 
acknowledging advances such as the elimination of export 
subsidies, we called upon members  to make domestic 
support in agriculture their next priority. 

GLOBAL SOUTH AND MULTILATERAL TRADE / HIGHLIGHTS 

©
 W

TO
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LEAST DEVELOPED COUNTRIES (LDCS) 

At one of our events on the sidelines of the 10th WTO 
ministerial,  participants looked at the various ways 
through which the multilateral trading system has 
fostered development in the past and how the WTO 
can aid in achieving the goal of the Istanbul 
Programme of Action (IPoA), in particular what 
measures can be implemented to facilitate the LDCs in 
their transition for graduation. Only four countries have 
graduated out of the LDC category since it was 
established in 1971. The event was chaired by 
Ambassador Steffen Smidt, LDC Facilitator at the WTO. 

 

5TH GLOBAL REVIEW OF AID FOR TRADE 

The purpose of the Global Review is to monitor and 
evaluate Aid for Trade and provide incentives in 
advancing the Aid for Trade agenda for donors and 
recipients. 2015 Marked the 5th Global Review session, 
with the theme of “Reducing Trade Costs for Inclusive, 
Sustainable Growth.” CUTS Geneva participated in the 
review, including as  an event organiser.  

 

RULES OF ORIGIN (WTO)  

In September 2015, East Africa WTO delegates and 
representatives from the civil society met in Nairobi, 
Kenya, to discuss their private sectors’ experiences of 
Rules of Origin (RoO). Countries put in place 

preferential Rules of Origin as part of preferential 
trade agreements to ensure only goods from Partner 
States enjoy such preferences. Concerns are rising 
over complex and/or discriminatory RoO, which are 
increasingly viewed as non-tariff barriers, particularly 
because there are no agreed international standards 
for regulating the formulation and application of RoO.  

   

COMPETITION POLICY 

Following the adoption of the Nairobi package, WTO 
members are currently trying to figure out the 
possible nature and scope of the “new issues” pushed 
by some for being introduced in multilateral trade 
negotiations. At a forum meeting in March 2016,  
East African negotiators to the WTO were updated on 
their stakeholders' perspectives and exchanged views 
regarding the possible introduction of Competition 
Policy on the WTO agenda, which is sometimes 
mentioned as a possible "new issue". Discussions 
highlighted that, given its nascent stage in the EAC, it 
is too early to be introduced in WTO negotiations. 
Rather, stakeholders recommended that efforts first 
focus on strengthening it nationally and harmonising 
it regionally, calling for human capacity, 
infrastructure, and institutional development 
assistance in this regard. 

  
FEATURED EVENT 

MEGA-REGIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS AND THEIR 

IMPACTS ON DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND THE 

MULTILATERAL TRADING REGIME 

This event jointly organised with the Friedrich Ebert 
Stiftung Geneva Office deliberated the possible 
challenges developing countries may face from the 
emergence of mega RTAs and the necessary policy 
options. It provided a space to various stakeholders to 
provide inputs on the multiple avenues of possible 
response, including domestic policy reforms, 
expanding bilateral and regional trade, and greater 
engagement at the multilateral level.

http://goo.gl/mje5ck  

GLOBAL SOUTH AND MULTILATERAL TRADE / HIGHLIGHTS 



WTO MINISTERIALS 

TOWARDS THE 10TH WTO MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE: 

SOME ISSUES OF INTEREST TO EAC COUNTRIES 

http://goo.gl/igKeoM  

FEATURED PUBLICATIONS 

GLOBAL SOUTH AND MULTILATERAL TRADE / PUBLICATIONS 

WTO NEGOTIATIONS 

WTO AND UNFCCC: MORE COLLABORATIVE AGENDAS AND 

RULES NEEDED TO SUSTAINABLY TACKLE CLIMATE 

CHANGE? 

http://goo.gl/PpsmiB  

COMPETITION 

COMPETITION POLICY AT THE WTO: A SNAPSHOT 

http://goo.gl/a76m8E  

AGRICULTURE (WTO) 

WTO AGRICULTURE NEGOTIATIONS: 

SECURING EAC COUNTRIES’ 

INTERESTS 

This study explores the general interests 
of East African Community (EAC) 
Member States in the ongoing WTO 
negotiations on agriculture and provides 
inputs for both the preparatory phase of 
the work programme and the ensuing 
negotiations. It reviews the 2008 
agriculture modalities to establish 
whether they have been overtaken by 
time, especially in the light of changing 
US and EU agricultural policies and the 
circumstances and needs of EAC 
countries.  

http://goo.gl/W1HP2f  

SERVICES 

GATS DISCIPLINES ON DOMESTIC REGULATIONS 

NEGOTIATIONS : BRIEF ANALYSIS OF DEVELOPING 

COUNTRY ISSUES 

http://goo.gl/cXNbcj  

SERVICES (WTO) 

WTO SERVICES NEGOTIATIONS: 

IDENTIFYING EAST AFRICAN 

COMMUNITY COUNTRIES’ INTERESTS 

Drawing on an understanding of the East 
African region, this study analyses its 
economic dynamics, including on 
services trade, in a bid to tease out what 
the region could prospect in the WTO's 
negotiations based on the General 
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS). 
It connects the dots between EAC home-
grown processes on services 
liberalization, and what as well as how 
the GATS negotiations could be used to 
harness benefits for EAC countries. 

http://goo.gl/dgw6DB  
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POLICY COHERENCE 

PROMOTING AGRICULTURE, CLIMATE AND TRADE 

LINKAGES IN THE EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY, 

PHASE 2  

The four-year long second phase of the project 
“Promoting Agriculture, Climate and Trade Linkages in 
the EAC” (PACT EAC2) builds the capacities of East 
African stakeholders for climate-aware, trade-driven 
and food security-enhancing agro-processing develop-
ment in their region. Until 2019, the project will bring 
together, inform, train and move to advocacy action 
hundreds of stakeholders from the government, busi-
nesses, civil society, media, academia and farming 
communities. 

WTO NEGOTIATIONS 

BUILDING TRUST AND CONVERGENCE TOWARDS 

STRENGTHENING THE MULTILATERAL TRADING 

SYSTEM   

This initiative hosts an informal, small caucus of 
World Trade Organization (WTO) ambassadors and 
negotiators from both smaller developing and 
developed countries, interacting to build trust and 
convergence among themselves towards a balanced 
outcome in negotiations. Though regular Chattham 
House Rule meetings, they build greater trust with 
each other and increase their capacities through 
exchanges and technical inputs. The initiative is 
jointly undertaken by CUTS International Geneva and 
the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung. 

WTO NEGOTIATIONS 

GENEVA TRADE & BUSINESS CONNEXION: SOUTH 

& SOUTHEAST ASIA  

CUTS International, in partnership with partners on the 
ground in selected South & South-East Asian 
developing countries, aims to improve the capacity of 
private sectors in these countries to input into their 
WTO delegates positions. Connecting these 
stakeholders contributes to South & South-East Asian 
developing country negotiating positions more fully 
aligned with the on-the-ground conditions faced by 
their business communities and ultimately to improved 
private sector development at the national level. 

FEATURED PROJECTS 

GLOBAL SOUTH AND MULTILATERAL TRADE / PROJECTS 
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IMPACT THIS YEAR 

REGULATORY REFORMS 
 
WE SUPPORT POLICY MAKERS IN CRAFTING AND IMPLEMENTING BALANCED, TRANSPARENT REGULATIONS ON COMPETITION, INVESTMENT, 

CONSUMER PROTECTION AND SELECTED ECONOMIC SECTORS.   
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PROGRAMME 

REGULATORY 
REFORMS 

WE SUPPORT POLICY MAKERS IN CRAFTING 

AND IMPLEMENTING BALANCED, TRANSPARENT 

REGULATIONS ON COMPETITION, 

INVESTMENT, CONSUMER PROTECTION AND 

SELECTED ECONOMIC SECTORS.  

 

 

 

WHAT WE DO 

Regulatory issues are increasingly important to deal 
with to ensure sustained and sustainable growth and 
development. Balanced, transparent and well-crafted 
regulations in all spheres of economic activity can 
provide an enabling environment for overall growth 
and development. They can also accommodate 
social and environmental concerns and other public 
policy objectives. 

However, crafting the regulations is not enough: there 
should also be institutional, technical and human 
capacity for their effective implementation. 

This is why we support policy makers in crafting and 
implementing balanced, transparent regulations on 
competition, investment, consumer protection and 
selected economic sectors. CUTS International, 
Geneva builds on the vast experience of the family of 
CUTS organizations in designing, promoting and 
helping the implementation of reforms in developing 
countries. 

In Geneva, we sensitise negotiators to the 
implications of their negotiated agreements on 
national reforms. We also bring environmental and 
safety standards to the attention of policy makers. 

 

 

OUR OBJECTIVES 

 Effective regulations in developing countries are 
supportive of inclusive economic growth and 
development 

 Adequate capacity exists for effective 
implementation of economic regulations in 
developing countries.  

 

IMPACT THIS YEAR 

LOW-INCOME COUNTRIES ARE BETTER 

PREPARED FOR SERVICES NEGOTIATIONS 

Our regional trainings on trade in services for low- and 
lower-middle income countries enhanced the ability of 
policy makers, regulators and negotiators to articulate 
and pursue their interest in various negotiating fora, by 
better understanding their services sectors and the role 
that trade negotiations can play in pursuing their 
strategic interests therein.  

“The website provides 
policymakers and negotiators 
access to a range of news and 

resources on trade in services.” 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTER (ITC)  

GLOBAL SERVICES NETWORK BLOG 
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HIGHLIGHTS 

SERVICES TRAININGS 

Services represent an increasing share of trade and, 
while developing countries are willing to be part of the 
game, their participation in services trade negotiations 
is faced with many challenges. For instance, they find it 
difficult to assess competitiveness in Mode4 and 
hence difficult to develop related negotiating positions, 
since data on this Mode is not captured in existing 
datasets.  

This year, a joint project by ILEAP, CUTS and the 
University of Sussex’s CARIS shed light on some of the 
good practices for improving data collection and 
analysis on services. These related to the use of firm-
level surveys, availability and quality of human capital, 
diversification of data sources, and external support 
among others. The need for functioning institutional 
and stakeholder interaction mechanisms to support 
decision-making was another critical factor identified 
by project research. 

In May and October 2015, outreach events aimed to 
enhance awareness amongst the Geneva trade and 
development community, notably WTO Delegates, 
about the series of project interventions underway. The 
events offered some insights into some of the 
emerging lessons and results, and also offered an 
opportunity to discuss more generally potential future 

needs of LDCs, LICs, and LMICs in relation to trade in 
services negotiations, policy-making and 
implementation. 

In November 2015 and January 2016, we organised 
reginal training workshops on “Enhancing Capacities 
for Trade in Services Policymaking and Negotiations” 
in South Asia (Colombo, Sri Lanka) and East Africa 
(Nairobi, Kenya) respectively. The trainings created 
awareness among stakeholders on the collection and 
use of services trade statistics; institutional 
mechanisms for services-related decision-making; 
and improving competitiveness in the services 
sector.  

COMPETITION POLICY 

The issue of a framework multilateral agreement on 
competition policy within the multilateral trading 
system has been at the heart of heated debates for at 
least twenty years, though it was dropped from WTO 
work programme in 2003 as demanded by developing 
countries. But with the surge of cartels and other anti-
competitive practices globally, many of these 
developing countries have come to appreciate their 
vulnerability and today 130 countries have adopted 
national competition regulations.  

In October 2015, a CUTS event shed light on the 
challenges posed by the lack of a multilateral 
framework for governments, consumers and 
businesses alike. Discussing the theme “Multilateral 
Framework on Competition: Is it an effective antidote 
to counter anti-competitive market distortions for trade 
to work better?”, panellists reviewed possible avenues 
for reviving a multilateral agenda on trade and 
competition policy, including through exploring more 
recent issues such as developing countries’ request for 
focusing on export cartels rather than international 
cartels.  

 

 

 

 

REGULATORY REFORMS / HIGHLIGHTS 

Participants in the East Africa regional training on 
“Enhancing Capacities for Trade in Services 
Policymaking and Negotiations” in January 2016. 
Nairobi, Kenya. 
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7th Review Conference of 

the UN SET 

Through daily e-bulletins, CUTS updated stakeholders around the world about 
the proceedings of the 7th Review Conference of this founding multilateral 
agreement on competition policy. The event saw the adoption of a draft 
resolution on the revised United Nations Guidelines on Consumer Protection, 
as well as the proposed creation of an Intergovernmental Group of Experts 
(IGE) on Consumer Protection Law and Policy. 

 

SEVENTH REVIEW CONFERENCE OF THE UN 

SET 

In July 2015, UNCTAD hosted the Seventh Review 
Conference of the founding multilateral agreement on 
competition policy: the United Nations Set of 
Multilaterally Agreed Equitable Principles and Rules for 
the Control of Restrictive Business Practices (UN Set).  

The UN Set, first adopted in 1980, provides a set of 
equitable rules for the control of anti-competitive 
practices. It recognizes the development dimension of 
competition law and policy, and provides a framework 
for international operation and exchange of best 
practices. The UN Set also provides for vital technical 
assistance and capacity-building for interested 
member States so that they are better equipped to use 
competition law and policy for development. Every five 
years, a Review Conference is held. 

During this year’s conference, CUTS updated 
stakeholders around the world through its daily 
bulletins covering the main track of the event as well as 
side meetings. 

The conference culminated in the adoption of a draft 
resolution on the revised United Nations Guidelines on 
Consumer Protection (now covering aspects of e-
commerce, financial services, implementation etc.), as 
well as the proposed creation of an Intergovernmental 

REGULATORY REFORMS / HIGHLIGHTS 



SERVICES  

SUCCESSFUL PRIVATE SECTOR MECHANISMS FOR 

PROMOTING TRADE IN SERVICES: CASE STUDY ON 

BARBADOS 

http://goo.gl/TUe0NT 

FEATURED PUBLICATIONS 

REGULATORY REFORMS / PUBLICATIONS 

STATISTICS 

IDENTIFYING GOOD PRACTICES IN LDC/LIC SERVICES 

TRADE STATISTICS COLLECTION 

http://goo.gl/fO0HDT 

TELECOMS 

THE VIETNAM TELECOMMUNICATIONS SECTOR: GOOD 

PRACTICES IN REGULATORY REFORM IN RELATION TO 

COMPETITION POLICY & LAW ISSUES 

http://goo.gl/O32C1M  

SERVICES 

NEW ZEALAND’S RECOGNISED 

SEASONAL EMPLOYER SCHEME: AN 

OBJECT LESSON IN POLICY 

MAKING, BUT FOR WHOM? 

Since 2007, New Zealand’s Recognised 
Seasonal Employer (RSE) Scheme has 
been a successful temporary migration 
programme allowing Pacific island 
residents to work for a season in New 
Zealand. This paper explores the 
interests, ideas and institutions behind 
its creation. The RSE represents a high 
point in the design of evidence-based 
policy which will be difficult to repeat 
because the building blocks are so rarely 
all present at the same time and place.   

http://goo.gl/Qu2Anu  

ENERGY 

EXPLORING REGULATIONS FOR ELECTRIC ENERGY 

SERVICES THROUGH THE GATS LENS: THE CASE OF 

KENYA 

http://goo.gl/bVAXhF  

EDUCATION 

CROSS BORDER HIGHER EDUCATION, 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE, AND 

ECONOMIC COMPETITIVENESS 

This study is an attempt to bridge the 
divide between the international 
education community and the 
international trade community, by 
identifying where education overlaps 
with the four primary delivery modes of 
services trade. Despite cross border 
higher education (CBHE) featuring 
increasingly in many country’s trade 
portfolio, this does not appear to have 
resulted in an equivalent increase in the 
interaction between education and the 
trade policy communities.  

http://goo.gl/NQPzxl  
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PROJECT 

SUPPORT IN TRADE IN SERVICES 

NEGOTIATIONS  

With support from the UK Trade Advocacy Fund (TAF), ILEAP, CUTS 
International Geneva and Sussex University joined hands to undertake a 
series of activities seeking the increased and more effective participation of 
LDCs, LICs, LMICs and RECs in multilateral, regional and bilateral services 
trade negotiations. This initiative enhanced understanding among policy 
makers, regulators and negotiators about their services sectors and the 
role that trade negotiations can play in pursuing their strategic interests 
therein. Participating stakeholders are now better able to articulate and 
pursue these interest in various negotiating fora. 

http://www.tradeinservices.net 

FEATURED PROJECT 

SUPPORT IN TRADE IN SERVICES 

NEGOTIATIONS  

Services and services trade can play a central role in 
promoting sustainable development, supporting 
inclusive economic growth, and reducing poverty in 
modern economies. However, LDCs, LICs, and LMICs 
continue to face challenges in catalysing and/or 
sustaining progress across this diverse range of 
economic activities.  

While services have become an increasingly visible 
feature of trade policy and related negotiations, a 
number of challenges impacting services trade 
negotiations and policy-making have been identified 
such as access to reliable services trade data on which 
to base analysis and decision-making. 

This year, CUTS Geneva partnered with ILEAP and the 
University of Sussex’s CARIS under the “Support in 
trade in services negotiations” project  to assist  LDCs, 
LICs, and LMICs  cope with these challenges. Through 
studies, toolkits and trainings, the initiative assisted 
policy-makers, regulators and negotiators in improving 
their country’s participation in services trade.  

©
 W

TO
 

REGULATORY REFORMS / PROJECT 
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IMPACT THIS YEAR 

POLICY COHERENCE 
 
WE ANALYSE AND SENSITIZE ABOUT THE LINKAGES EXISTING ACROSS ECONOMIC SECTORS AND ISSUES LIKE TRADE, AGRICULTURE, THE 

ENVIRONMENT ETC. THIS IS TO "BREAK SILOS" TOWARDS MORE HOLISTIC AND COHERENT POLICIES.   
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PROGRAMME 

POLICY 
COHERENCE 

WE ANALYSE AND SENSITIZE ABOUT THE 

LINKAGES EXISTING ACROSS ECONOMIC 

SECTORS AND ISSUES LIKE TRADE, 

AGRICULTURE, THE ENVIRONMENT ETC. THIS 

IS TO "BREAK SILOS" TOWARDS MORE 

HOLISTIC AND COHERENT POLICIES.  

 

 

WHAT WE DO 

International trade offers a chance for producers to 
specialise in production that maximises efficiency 
and buffers against domestic shocks or natural 
disasters. However, this requires that domestic trade 
policies are in line not only with international trade 
agreements but also with other related domestic 
policies. It is how these policies work together that 
constitutes the key to sustainable development. 

Trade policy does not take place in a vacuum and 
needs to consider reforms and changes in other parts 
of the economy to be effective and contribute to 
development. Our work aims to think outside pre-
defined boxes and link issues, such as climate 
change, food security and agriculture with trade.  

Sector-specific policies have far-reaching effects 
through their linkages across specific sectors and 
issues. A key task therefore is to understand these 
linkages, improve communication and coordination 
among stakeholder, and develop holistic policies. 

This "breaking of silos" is at the heart of CUTS 
International's know how, which it undertakes not 
only at the national but also the international level 
where international organisations often tend to work 
within their narrow areas of specialisation without 
adequate knowledge-exchange and collaboration 
with other relevant international organisations.  

OUR OBJECTIVES 

 Related policies work in synergy to maximise 
trade-offs and ensure overall coherence of 
development  efforts. 

 Policy-makers adopt a holistic approach rather 
than a “silo mentality”  

 

IMPACT THIS YEAR 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND AGRICULTURE WERE 

MAINSTREAMED INTO UGANDA’S TRADE 

AGENDA  

In 2015, we successfully joined hands with SEATINI on 
a campaign for Uganda’s national trade agenda to 
address the implications of climate change and 
agriculture challenges on trade policy. The Ugandan 
government through its new National Trade Sector 
Development Plan (NTSDP) has now undertaken to 
mainstream climate change into the national trade 
agenda, particularly considering its negative effects on 
agricultural supply chains. The policy also provides for 
harmonizing any overlapping positions in both trade 
and climate change negotiations. 

We strive to "break silos" towards 
more holistic and coherent 

policies. 
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POLICY CHANGE 

Uganda National Trade 

Sector Development Plan  

Considering the relationship between trade, climate change and agriculture, 
the new Uganda National Trade Sector Development Plan  (NTSDP) states: 

“Environment and climate change adaptation:  Uganda is experiencing 
several environment and climate change-related impacts that are 
negatively affecting production and productivity especially for supply 
chains directly  linked to the agricultural sector. Globally, the movement to 
mainstream environment issues in trade is growing strong. Vulnerability to 
climate shocks will continue to influence the performance of the productive 
sectors of the economy in the short, medium and long-term. For this 
reason, the sector’s development interventions under NTSDP2 have been 
formulated in full consideration of the need to build capacity to mainstream 
environment and climate change issues in the national trade agenda.” 

Source: NTSDP, 2015 

INTER-INSTITUTIONAL COORDINATION ON 

TRADE AND CLIMATE CHANGE HAS BEEN 

ENHANCED  

In collaboration with the East African Civil Society 
Organizations’ Forum (EACSOF), we successfully 
lobbied for the consideration of climate change issues 
in Rwanda’s trade policy agenda. We established a joint 
lobby committee comprising representatives of both 
the Ministry of Trade and the Environment 
Management Authority to work on the issue, later 
leading to the inclusion of climate officials as members 
of the National Trade Policy Forum (NTPF). The 
government has publicly announced that it is reviewing 
the National Trade Policy to address new challenges, 
especially those posed by climate change. 

In addition, due to our advocacy campaign, the 
Ugandan Inter-Institutional Trade Committee (IITC) 
created under the Ministry of Trade to coordinate 
stakeholder participation in trade policy formulation 
has been widened by the inclusion of climate change 
stakeholders to enhance the trade linkages with 
climate issues. Increased engagement is expected to 
strengthen this committee to promote a coherent 
approach in tackling agriculture, climate change and 
trade negotiations issues. 

 

 

 

©
 W

TO
 

POLICY COHERENCE / OUR IMPACT 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS OF CHARCOAL 

TRADE WERE TACKLED THROUGH TANZANIA’S 

FOREST POLICY   

In Tanzania, our advocacy efforts together with the 
Economic and Social Research Foundation (ESRF) 
contributed to a decision by the government to tackle 
rampant deforestation in the country through stronger 
regulation of the charcoal trade sector in the revised 
Forest Policy. During our campaign, we voiced 
concerns that weak governance has led the charcoal 
industry to become the second main cause of 
deforestation in the country. Expanding agricultural 
activities through land clearing combined with the 
growing trade in charcoal and other wood products had 
increased the pace of deforestation; a worsening factor 
of climate change which in turn negatively impacts 
food security. In 2015, the draft Forest policy included 
a focus area dedicated to Woodfuel, promoting the 
provision of alternative livelihood to charcoal 
production and sale in rural areas, so as to minimise 
forest degradation and damage to the environment. 

POLICY COHERENCE / OUR IMPACT 

©
 C

IF
O
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IN MEDIA 

Forest policy to regulate 

charcoal trade 

“The government has said that the upcoming forest policy will address 
issues that aim to regulate charcoal business which many stakeholders, 
including Economic and Social Research Foundation (ESRF) and CUTS 
International through the PACT EAC project, have identified as a threat to 
environmental sustainability. 

Through the “Promoting Agriculture, Climate and Trade Linkages in the 
EAC” project, ESRF and CUTS International Geneva, have successfully 
campaigned for a revised forest policy in Tanzania to increase regulation of 
charcoal business for environmental sustainability. 

Speaking after opening the seventh PACT EAC National Reference Group 
meeting in Dar es Salam last weekend, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Tourism, Dr Adelheim Meru, explained that the 
upcoming forest policy will minimise forest degradation and damage to the 
environment.” 

Source: The Guardian, Tanzania. April 24, 2015. 

“The practical advice provided by 
ESRF opened the eyes of rural 

communities on how they can 
benefit from using charcoal in a 

more sustainable manner.” 
AHMAD MAGUO, HEAD OF LAND AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES DEPARTMENT, NJOMBE DISTRICT    
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265 TRAINEES WERE CERTIFIED COMPETENT 

ON DEVELOPING COHERENT POLICIES ON 

CLIMATE, FOOD AND TRADE 

Our training course on "Climate, Food, Trade: 
Developing Coherent Policies and Programmes" was 
designed to help key stakeholders develop coherent 
programmes and policies cutting across climate 
change, food security and trade in East Africa. Through 
four training modules tailored to foster information-
sharing, interactions, and simulations, this three-day 
course enabled over 430 stakeholders to grasp the 
extent to which these issues are linked in-country as 
well as in international and regional agendas. Among 
them, 265 were awarded a competency certificate by 
the reputed Trade Policy Training Centre in Africa 
(trapca).  

The training gave them a chance to become more 
prominent and better-informed actors in the policy 
landscape than they have been. For instance, Miriam 
Talwisa of Youth Plus Policy Network in Uganda 
reported: “This training not only improved my capacity 
to explore and learn about the linkages between 
Climate change, food security and trade; but also 
enhanced my policy analysis capability that will not 
only improve my work as a leader but also the network 
organization that I work for.” 

 

 

“The government is reviewing the national trade policy to 
address new challenges, especially those posed by climate 

change.”  
 

TRAINED POLICY-MAKERS WERE KEY 

CONTRIBUTORS TO BURUNDI'S ENVIRONMENT 

POLICY  

In Burundi, the Director of Environment and Focal 
Point for Climate Change, Bernadette Hakizimana, 
reported the usefulness of PACT EAC information in 
formulating a National Environmental Policy. This 
was echoed by Prudence Bizimana of the Institut 
Geographique du Burundi, who found them “very 
useful” when he was appointed for taking part in the 
technical team charged of elaborating this policy. “I 
was better prepared than the others for having been 
trained on the linkages between climate, agriculture, 
and trade. My contribution was paramount.” He said. 

 

 

JOHN MWESIGE  
Trade Negotiator at the Ministry of Trade and Industry, Rwanda  

 

THE PAN-AFRICAN INTEGRATION PROCESS 

STARTED CLIMATE-SMART INITIATIVES  

As a member of Burundi’s National Task Force of the 
COMESA-EAC-SADC tripartite programme on Climate 
Change, CUTS’ country partner in Burundi (ADIR) 
reported drawing inspiration from the work realised by 
the PACT EAC project (e.g. research studies, training 
materials), to develop a Climate Smart Agriculture 
project in this context. He has also been appointed as 
President of the Thematic group “Economic 
Development and Regional Integration” of the 
International Conference of the Great Lakes Region 
(CIRGL), where he uses PACT EAC materials as 
reference documents for the strategic planning of the 
CIRGL on the themes of food security, youth 
employment, microcredit, and SME development. 

POLICY COHERENCE / OUR IMPACT 



WTO NEGOTIATIONS  

WTO AND UNFCCC: MORE COLLABORATIVE AGENDAS AND 

RULES NEEDED TO SUSTAINABLY TACKLE CLIMATE 

CHANGE? 

http://goo.gl/PpsmiB  

FEATURED PUBLICATIONS 

POLICY COHERENCE / PUBLICATIONS 

TRADE POLICY  

UGANDA’S NATIONAL TRADE POLICY: DRAWING 

LINKAGES WITH CLIMATE CHANGE AND FOOD SECURITY 

http://goo.gl/GM3UHr  

CLIMATE CHANGE 

“HOME-GROWN SOLUTIONS”: RWANDAN CASES OF 

LINKING CLIMATE CHANGE, AGRICULTURE AND TRADE 

http://goo.gl/05gqj8  

INSTITUTIONAL COORDINATION 

CLIMATE, FOOD, TRADE: ANALYSIS 

OF INSTITUTIONAL INTERPLAY AND 

INFORMATION EXCHANGE IN 

TANZANIA 

This study examines the institutional 
mechanisms in place in Tanzania for 
interaction between the government 
agencies responsible for climate change, 
agriculture and trade issues. Evidence 
from the study shows that the District 
Councils are facing a number of 
challenges that undermine institutional 
interplay and linkages between them and 
the national policy-making processes.  

http://goo.gl/eaZTc6  

SMES 

SECTEUR PRIVÉ ET SOCIÉTÉ CIVILE : RELAIS DE 

L’INFORMATION AGRO-CLIMATIQUE ET COMMERCIALE 

AU BURUNDI ? 

http://goo.gl/OoHOnm  

AGRO-INDUSTRY 

AGRO-PROCESSING IN THE CONTEXT 

OF TRADE, CLIMATE CHANGE AND 

FOOD SECURITY 

This briefing paper explores how the 
nexus existing between climate change, 
food security and trade in East Africa 
specifically affects agro-processing in 
the region. While the EAC 
Industrialization Policy prioritises agro-
processing development, it is yet to 
acknowledge the many adverse effects 
of climate change as one of the main 
factors inhibiting East Africa’s 
industrialization efforts.  

http://goo.gl/vWVQHW  



 

ANNUAL REPORT 2015—2016 |  34 

FOLLOW-UP PROJECT 

PACT EAC2: agro-processing 

in focus 

The four-year long second phase of the project “Promoting Agriculture, 
Climate and Trade Linkages in the EAC” (PACT EAC2) builds the capacities 
of East African stakeholders for climate-aware, trade-driven and food 
security-enhancing agro-processing development in their region. Until 
2019, the project will bring together, inform, train and move to advocacy 
action hundreds of stakeholders from the government, businesses, civil 
society, media, academia and farming communities.  

http://www.cuts-geneva.org/pacteac2 

FEATURED PROJECT 

PROMOTING AGRICULTURE, CLIMATE AND 

TRADE LINKAGES IN THE EAC (PACT EAC) 

Food security is one of the main challenges in East 
Africa where food production is challenged by climate 
change. While trade can be an instrument to cope with 
this situation, effectively leveraging it will take 
necessary efforts to think holistically rather than in 
“silos” and secure policy synergies across these areas.  

Between 2011 and 2015, the PACT EAC project 
pursued this by informing, persuading, training and 
moving to advocacy action hundreds of key players, 
who are now taking more active roles in promoting 
policy coherence through their own initiatives. The 
project also inspired several policy synergies adopted 
by governments.  

For instance, Uganda’s National Trade Sector 
Development plan undertakes to mainstream climate 
change into the national trade agenda, particularly 
considering its negative effects on agricultural supply 
chains. The document also provides for the 
harmonizing any overlapping positions in both trade 
and climate change negotiations at the multilateral 
level. 
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IMPACT THIS YEAR 

EMPOWERING STAKEHOLDERS 
 
POLICY MAKING SHOULD NOT BE THE PRESERVE OF A FEW IF THEY ARE TO BALANCE INTERESTS AND BE OWNED BY THE PEOPLE. THIS IS 

WHY WE HELP RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS NAVIGATE AND PARTICIPATE IN POLICY PROCESSES.   
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PROGRAMME 

EMPOWERING 
STAKEHOLDERS 

POLICY MAKING SHOULD NOT BE THE 

PRESERVE OF A FEW IF THEY ARE TO 

BALANCE INTERESTS AND BE OWNED BY THE 

PEOPLE. THIS IS WHY WE HELP RELEVANT 

STAKEHOLDERS NAVIGATE AND PARTICIPATE 

IN POLICY PROCESSES.  

 

 

WHAT WE DO 

CUTS activities and interventions extend to all groups 
of consumers, and emphasise supporting 
marginalised groups by empowering and facilitating 
their participation in economic governance.  

The involvement of relevant stakeholders benefits the 
policy-making and implementation processes by 
bringing in invaluable knowledge and insights, 
balancing various interests, and creating a sense of 
ownership.  

Our expertise in stakeholder empowerment includes 
awareness-raising and promotion of transparency, 
building multi-stakeholder networks and assessing 
the inclusiveness of policy making processes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR OBJECTIVES 

 Enhance the sovereignty of all groups of 
consumers and the pursuit for social justice and 
economic equality. 

 

IMPACT THIS YEAR 

WE INSPIRED LOCALLY-OWNED CAPACITY-

BUILDING INITIATIVES FOR FARMERS AND 

SMES  

A number of organizations throughout East Africa 
reported using our PACT EAC materials (e.g. training 
manuals, policy briefs, etc.) to integrate aspects of 
climate change, food security, and trade linkages in 
their grassroots capacity building initiatives. For 
instance, the Rwanda National Agricultural Export 
Development Board (NAEB) used them during 
extension services for farmers. Similar uses have been 
made by the Tanzania Forest Conservation Group 
(TFCG), Resources Oriented Development Initiatives 
(RODI) in Kenya, the Rwandan Bureau d' Appui aux 
Initiatives Rurales (BAIR) etc.  
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IMPACT 

Productivity of farmers 

improved in the short term 

In Makueni County,  Kenya, the timeliness of our campaign's "Farmers - 
Policy Makers’ Forum" (just two weeks before the onset of rain) enabled 
groups of farmers to buy the right seeds in time (drought resistant) as 
advised by county officials. A visible short term impact has been the 
increased yield especially on green grams and improved farming business. 
Also, the usage of terraces advised during the forum has now become a 
plus to farming productivity. 

KENYAN COUNTY OF MURANGA ADOPTED AN 

INCLUSIVE "FARMERS - POLICY MAKERS’ 

FORUM" MODEL 

According to Charles Ndungu, Chair of the Agricultural 
Sector Development Support Programme (ASDSP) in 
Makueni County “CUTS’ Farmers - Policy Makers’ 
Forum was a paradigm shift from the usual yearly 
meetings attended only by heads of departments to a 
robust and all-inclusive stakeholders’ forum [...]. It was 
the first in kind in granting space for extension service 
providers to interact openly with other policy makers 
and famers in a discussion on key climate change 
concerns that directly impact on agricultural 
productivity and hence trade in the county.” 

 

FARMERS APPLYING LESSONS FROM OUR 

TRAININGS REDUCED TREE-CUTTING 

PRACTICES  

In Burundi, Béatrice Gakobwa from COPEDI explained 
that “the materials acquired thanks to the project have 
proven to be useful in the activities that she conducted 
in her community. “During the training we learned that 
the cowpat can be used as heating fuel. I shared with 
other stakeholders this idea, we experimented it and 
this certainly helps for reducing the process of 
chopping down trees. This is our own way to contribute 
in the protection of the environment”, she said. 
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OUTREACH AREA OF CLIMATE INFORMATION 

FOR FARMERS DOUBLED IN MURANGA COUNTY, 

KENYA  

After partnering with CUTS on a farmer information 
radio programme, Murang’a County Director of Kenya 
Meteorological Services (KMS) successfully engaged 
with his County Government to improve the  
programme’s outreach capacity. As a result, the 
coverage area of KMS-run radio station Kangema FM 
has expanded from 10-15kms to 30 kms, now 
providing the whole county (942’000 people) with 
climatic information in local Gikuyu language 
understood by farmers.  

 

STAKEHOLDERS DISPLAY MORE CONFIDENCE 

IN CONTRIBUTING TO POLICY PROCESSES  

Project materials have been useful for advocacy and 
awareness raising activities. Concretely, 65% of Final 
Survey respondents used materials for this purpose. In 
Uganda for instance, Geoffrey Kamese Nansove, from 
the National Association of Professional 
Environmentalists reported that “When meeting 
members of parliament, at least most of the 
information/materials that we used were from the 
PACT EAC project and they were very useful”. In 
Tanzania, project materials have been used to lobby 
and advocate for a new Agricultural Climate Resilience 
Plan in the country, according to Sixbert Mwanga 
working with Climate Action Network Tanzania.  

EMPOWERING STAKEHOLDERS / OUR IMPACT 
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KENYA 

Sensitizing Murang’a 
Farmers on Climate Change 

After successfully partnering in Murang’a county on enhancing farmer 
information radio programmes, CUTS Nairobi and the county authorities 
are continuing their awareness-raising activities at the grassroots. In 
March 2016, CUTS was invited by the county authorities to the celebrations 
of the World Meteorological day where it sensitized local farmers on the 
impacts of climate change.  
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IMPACT 

Our stakeholders continue 

partnering with each other 

Institutions who have been regularly interacting with each other under our 
PACT EAC project have sometimes enhanced their collaboration. Among 
the over 35 locally-owned initiatives inspired by our work under the PACT 
EAC project, many were jointly undertaken by project stakeholders. In 
Tanzania, for instance, ESRF and FANRPAN jointly organized a workshop 
on “Assessment of climate smart Agriculture “. ESRF also joined hand with 
AGRA to organise a dialogue on “Enhancing Land Tenure Security to 
Promote Socio-Economic Development of the Agrarian Community”. 

RESEARCHERS HAVE BEEN BUILDING ON OUR 

FINDINGS 

Academic and government stakeholders used our 
materials for undertaking research activities. For 
instance, Protais Hakizimana of Rwanda indicated 
using PACT EAC materials when undertaking a study 
commissioned by ACORD in Rwanda on land conflicts 
among youth and women. According to him, this was 
an occasion to highlight the importance of mitigating 
climate change to solve problems of youth and women 
in Rwanda.  

At government level, Claudette NKURUNZIZA, from 
ISABU, Burundi, said “We used the material while 
developing rural research projects for alleviating the 
negative impacts of climate change. The aspect of 
"trade" was initially not taken into account, but we are 
now trying to include it as well. We are also drawing 
inspiration from the notes gathered during the 
presentations in the regional conferences of the PACT 
EAC”. As a result of the recommendations made in this 
study, the County Meteorological Service Director is 
partnering with Dr. Julius Huho of Karatina University in 
undertaking another follow-up study titled “Climate 
Change Adaptation in Murang’a through Green 
Economy”, which is borrowed from Murang’a County 
Integrated Development Plan (CIDP). 
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Annexes 



ANNEX 1 

MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

 

CHAIRMAN 

PHILIPPE BRUSICK  

Former Head Competition Branch, UNCTAD 

  

MEMBER 

PRADEEP S. MEHTA 

Secretary-General CUTS 

 

SECRETARY 

RASHID S. KAUKAB 

Executive Director  CUTS International Geneva 

  

TREASURER 

BIPUL CHATTOPADHYAY 

Executive Director CUTS 

 

MEMBER 

LICHIA YIU-SANER 

President Centre for Socio-Eco-Nomic Development 

  

MEMBER 

CARLOS A. PRIMO BRAGA 

Director of The Evian Group@IMD 

 

MEMBER 

KHALIL HAMDANI 

Visiting Professor Pakistan Institute for Development 
Economics of Islamabad 

  MEMBER 

ANH-NGA TRAN-NGUYEN 

Growth and Development Bridge, Geneva 
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ANNEX 2 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
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PHILIPPE BRUSICK  

Former Head Competition Branch, UNCTAD 

  

MEMBER 

PRADEEP S. MEHTA 

Secretary-General CUTS 

 

MEMBER SECRETARY (NON-VOTING)  

RASHID S. KAUKAB 

Executive Director  CUTS International Geneva 

  

MEMBER 

BIPUL CHATTOPADHYAY 

Executive Director CUTS 

 

MEMBER 

LICHIA YIU-SANER 

President Centre for Socio-Eco-Nomic Development 
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ANNEX 3 

OUR TEAM 

 

RASHID S. KAUKAB 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

JULIAN MUKIIBI 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR  

JULIEN GROLLIER 

PROGRAMME OFFICER  

 

LESLIE DEBORNES 

ASSISTANT PROGRAMME 

OFFICER  

JOSIANE RUFENER 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

OFFICER  
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ANNEX 4 

MEMBERS OF THE STAKEHOLDER FORUM 

IGOS 

Dr. Edwin Laurent  
Former Adviser & Head-International, Trade and 
Regional Co-operation, Economic Affairs Division 
Commonwealth Secretariat 
 
Mr. David Luke  
Coordinator of the African Trade Policy Centre (ATPC) 
at the UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA)  
Menelik II Ave. 
P.O. Box 3001, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
 
Mr. Habib Ouane  
Former Director, Division for Africa, Least Developed 
Countries and Special Programmes, UNCTAD 
 
Mr. Shishir Priyadarshi  
Director, Development Division, WTO 
Rue de Lausanne 154, CH-1211, Geneva 21, 
Switzerland 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CIVIL SOCIETY 

Mr. Christophe Bellmann  
Programme Director, ICTSD 
13, Chemin des Anemones, 1219, Geneva, 
Switzerland 
 
Ms. Nathalie Bernasconi  
Programme Leader, IISD 
International Environment House 2, Chemin de 
Balexert 9 
CH-1219 Châtelaine Geneva, Switzerland 
 
Ms. Caroline Dommen  
Representative, Global Economic Issues, Quaker 
United Nations Office,  
Quaker House, Avenue du Mervelet 13, 1209 Geneva, 
Switzerland 
 
Mr. Nicolas Imboden  
Executive Director, IDEAS Centre 
rue de l'Arquebuse 10, CH-1204 Geneva, Switzerland 
 
Ms. Maria Rosaria Iorio    
International Policy Analyst, TPCS 
 
Mr. Geert Laporte  
Head of Institutional Relations & Partnerships, 
ECDPM 
Rue Archimede 5, 1000 Brussels, Belgium 
 
 

MEDIA 

Mr. Dipankar De Sarkar  
Chief of European Bureau, Indo-Asian News Service, 
IANS India Private Limited 
48, Beverley Gardens Wembley,Middx. HA9 9QZ, UK 
 
Mr. D. Ravi Kanth  
Geneva Editor, Deccan Herald (India) & Washington 
Trade Policy 
57 Rue Rothschild, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland 
 
Mr. Alan Beattie  
World Trade Editor, Financial Times, Number One 
Southwark Bridge 
London SE1 9HL, UK 
 
Mr Jonathan Lynn  
World Trade Correspondent, Chief Correspondent, 
Geneva 
Reuters News, Geneva 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ANNUAL REPORT 2015—2016 |  45 

ACADEMIC/ RESEARCH BODIES 

 
Dr. Thomas Cottier  
Managing Director, World Trade Institute 
Hallerstrasse 6, 3012 Berne, Switzerland 
 
Dr. Joost Pauwelyn  
Co-Director, CTEI, GIIDS 
132, rue de Lausanne, P.O. Box 136, 1211 Geneva, 
Switzerland 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOVERNMENTS  

Mr. Ujal Singh Bhatia  
Former Ambassador and Permanent Representative 
of India to the WTO 
 
Ms. Claire Durkin  
Formerly with the Department for Business 
Enterprise & Regulatory Reform 
 
Mr Luzius Wasescha 
Former Ambassador and Permanent Representative 
of Switzerland to the WTO and EFTA (UN/ECE, 
UNCTAD, ITC) 
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ANNEX 5 

LIST OF EVENTS 

GLOBAL SOUTH & MULTILATERAL TRADE  

 Competition Policy: One of the WTO's "New 
issues"?. (Mar. 30, 2016). http://goo.gl/G3jzpl 

 Identifying WTO Missions’ Needs for 
Stakeholders’ Perspectives. (Feb. 29, 2016). 
http://goo.gl/uS7qcd 

 East Africa Training: Enhancing Capacities for 
Trade in Services Policymaking and 
Negotiations. (Jan. 26, 2016).           
http://goo.gl/6JaPuC 

 Reflections on the Nairobi Ministerial Outcomes. 
(Jan. 22, 2016). http://goo.gl/f3aEin 

 Trade as a tool for LDCs' graduation: How can 
the Multilateral Trading System Deliver on 
Development?. (Dec. 17, 2015).           
http://goo.gl/gi3CYk 

 Mega-Regional Trade Agreements and their 
Impacts on Developing Countries and the 
Multilateral Trading Regime. (Dec. 16, 2015). 
http://goo.gl/mje5ck 

 Non-Tariff Barriers and their Effect on East 
African Exports. (Nov. 25, 2015).                
http://goo.gl/3cpDoh 

 Multilateral Framework on Competition: Is it an 
effective antidote to counter anti-competitive 
market distortions for trade to work better?. 
(Oct. 01, 2015). http://goo.gl/9AaIGk 

 The 10th WTO Ministerial Conference: 
Discussing a Sufficient Nairobi Outcome. (Sep. 
16, 2015). http://goo.gl/sUwe0e 

 Rules of Origin: The Private Sector’s 
Perspective in the EAC. (Sep. 08, 2015).    
http://goo.gl/n4KuPT 

 The 10th WTO Ministerial Conference 
Challenges: Work Programme, Leadership and 
Nairobi Outcome. (Jul. 16, 2015).      
http://goo.gl/su8YT3 

 5th Global Review of Aid for Trade. (Jun. 30, 
2015). http://goo.gl/5qZJJg 

 

 Trade in Services: Special Meeting of the EAC 
Geneva Forum. (May. 15, 2015).           
http://goo.gl/FTwLUe 

 Building Trust and Convergence: Informal Lunch 
Meeting of WTO Negotiators. (May. 13, 2015). 
http://goo.gl/XEaykg 

 Agro-processing trade: the private sectors’ 
experience of climate change along the value 
chain. (May. 06, 2015). http://goo.gl/bI9OKO 

 Week-long Visit of East African Stakeholders to 
Geneva. (May. 04, 2015). http://goo.gl/bOzj5O 

 

 REGULATORY REFORMS 

 South Asia Training: Enhancing Capacities for 
Trade in Services Policymaking and 
Negotiations. (Nov. 18, 2015).           
http://goo.gl/merW35 

 Services Trade: Making it Work for Low- and 
Lower-Middle Income Countries. (Oct. 02, 2015). 
http://goo.gl/idbY8G 
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 Multilateral Framework on Competition: Is it an 
effective antidote to counter anti-competitive 
market distortions for trade to work better?. (Oct. 
01, 2015). http://goo.gl/9AaIGk 

 Book Launch: "Making Competition Reforms 
Work for People". (Jul. 08, 2015).          
http://goo.gl/su8YT4 

 Seventh Review Conference of the UN Set. (Jul. 
06, 2015). http://goo.gl/0r4Xsw 

 Support to enhance development of trade in 
services negotiations. (May. 06, 2015).        
http://goo.gl/Lp8CEh 

 

POLICY COHERENCE 

 Launching PACT EAC2 for Climate-aware, Trade-
driven, Food security-enhancing Agro-processing 
Development for East Africa. (Feb. 29, 2016). 
http://goo.gl/PojyHO 

 Synergizing Trade and Climate Change for Food 
Security and Livelihoods in the EAC. (Dec. 16, 
2015). http://goo.gl/tcYgvJ 

 EAC Regional Training on Developing Coherent 
Policies accross Climate, Food and Trade. 
(Sep. 09, 2015). http://goo.gl/7D7SYZ 

 The Climate-Trade-Food Security Nexus: After 
Four Years. (Sep. 07, 2015). http://goo.gl/
vF4AJ4 

 Climate, Food, Trade: Taking Stock of Our 
Impacts on Policy and Practice. (Apr. 14, 
2015). http://goo.gl/wlQvcW 
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ANNEX 6 

LIST OF PUBLICATIONS 

GLOBAL SOUTH & MULTILATERAL TRADE  

 Competition Policy at the WTO: A Snapshot. 
(Mar. 30, 2016). http://goo.gl/a76m8E 

 The WTO Nairobi Ministerial Outcome: 
Reflections for East African Countries. (Jan. 22, 
2016). http://goo.gl/DZj2fS 

 Towards the 10th WTO Ministerial Conference: 
EAC Civil Society Perspectives on Priority Issues 
for the region. (Sep. 08, 2015).           
http://goo.gl/tJtZtf 

 Towards the 10th WTO Ministerial Conference: 
Some Issues of Interest to EAC Countries. (Aug. 
27, 2015). http://goo.gl/igKeoM 

 WTO and UNFCCC: More Collaborative Agendas 
and Rules Needed to Sustainably Tackle Climate 
Change?. (Jul. 10, 2015). http://goo.gl/PpsmiB 

 WTO Services Negotiations: Identifying East 
African Community Countries’ Interests. (Jun. 
17, 2015). http://goo.gl/dgw6DB 

 

 GATS Disciplines on Domestic Regulations 
Negotiations : Brief Analysis of Developing 
Country Issues. (May. 06, 2015).       
http://goo.gl/cXNbcj 

 WTO Agriculture Negotiations: Securing EAC 
Countries’ Interests. (Apr. 07, 2015).       
http://goo.gl/W1HP2f 

 WTO NAMA Negotiations: Imperatives and 
Possible Approaches for the EAC  (Apr. 2, 
2015).  http://goo.gl/aY2Xbp   

 

REGULATORY REFORMS 

 New Zealand’s Recognised Seasonal Employer 
Scheme: An Object Lesson in Policy Making - 
But for Whom?. (Jan. 01, 2016).        
http://goo.gl/Qu2Anu 

 Identifying Good Practices in LDC/LIC Services 
Trade Statistics Collection. (Nov. 17, 2015). 
http://goo.gl/fO0HDT 

 

 

 Successful Private Sector Mechanisms for 
Promoting Trade in Services: Case Study on 
Barbados. (Nov. 17, 2015). http://goo.gl/TUe0NT 

 Cross Border Higher Education, International 
Trade, and Economic Competitiveness. (Oct. 20, 
2015). http://goo.gl/NQPzxl 

 The Vietnam Telecommunications Sector: Good 
Practices in Regulatory Reform in Relation to 
Competition Policy & Law Issues. (Sep. 16, 
2015). http://goo.gl/O32C1M 

 Exploring Regulations for Electric Energy 
Services through the GATS Lens: The Case of 
Kenya. (Jul. 23, 2015). http://goo.gl/bVAXhF 

 Effective Services Institutional Mechanisms: The 
Case of Brazil. (Jul. 17, 2015).           
http://goo.gl/vvSqyf 

 Services Policy-Making and Negotiations : 
Involving Civil Society for Public Interest and 
Consumer Welfare. (Jun. 19, 2015).          
http://goo.gl/1lQmX4 
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 GATS Disciplines on Domestic Regulations 
Negotiations : Brief Analysis of Developing 
Country Issues. (May. 06, 2015).          
http://goo.gl/cXNbcj 

 

POLICY COHERENCE 

 Agro-processing in the Context of Trade, Climate 
Change and Food Security. (Jul. 29, 2015). 
http://goo.gl/vWVQHW 

 WTO and UNFCCC: More Collaborative Agendas 
and Rules Needed to Sustainably Tackle Climate 
Change?. (Jul. 10, 2015). http://goo.gl/PpsmiB 

 Uganda’s National Trade Policy: Drawing 
Linkages with Climate Change and Food 
Security. (May. 06, 2015). http://goo.gl/GM3UHr 

 Climate, Food, Trade: Analysis of Institutional 
Interplay and Information Exchange in Tanzania. 
(Apr. 17, 2015). http://goo.gl/eaZTc6 

 Climate, Food, Trade: Analysis of Institutional 
Interplay and Information Exchange in Uganda. 
(Apr. 17, 2015). http://goo.gl/aG6MaO 

 Climate, Food, Trade: Analysis of Institutional 
Interplay and Information Exchange in 
Rwanda. (Apr. 16, 2015). http://goo.gl/EzZw6r 

 Climate Change, Food Security and Trade: 
Institutional Interplay and Information 
Exchange in Kenya. (Apr. 14, 2015).       
http://goo.gl/RhvRk3 

 Secteur Privé et Société Civile : Relais de 
l’Information Agro-climatique et Commerciale 
au Burundi ?. (Apr. 14, 2015).       
http://goo.gl/OoHOnm 

 Climate, Food, Trade: Analysis of Institutional 
Interplay and Information Exchange in Kenya. 
(Apr. 14, 2015). http://goo.gl/LVRWZY 

 Climat, nourriture, commerce: Analyse des 
interactions institutionnelles et des échanges 
d'inforlations au Burundi. (Apr. 14, 2015). 
http://goo.gl/6uvb9D 

 “Home-Grown Solutions”: Rwandan Cases of 
Linking Climate Change, Agriculture and Trade. 
(Apr. 07, 2015). http://goo.gl/05gqj8 

 

ANNEX / LIST OF PUBLICATIONS 



 

ANNUAL REPORT 2015—2016 |  50 

ANNEX 7 

MEDIA COVERAGE 

GLOBAL SOUTH & MULTILATERAL TRADE  

 Présence des PMA dans le commerce 
multilatéral : des efforts à faire pour une 
meilleure transition, après la graduation. 
(ActuSEN, 21/12/2015). http://goo.gl/tjqlFj 

 Will WTO MC 10 deliver for Africa?. (Martha 
Gatechew Bekele, 18/12/2015).            
http://goo.gl/52WEx0 

 What SMEs stand to gain at WTO’s 10th 
Ministerial Conference (MC10). (SME Digest, 
14/12/2015). http://goo.gl/wHSH4z 

 

REGULATORY REFORMS 

 Colombo hosts regional workshop on trade in 
services policymaking. (Daily Mirror, Sri Lanka, 
24/11/2015). http://goo.gl/07EqLC 

 Regional Workshop on Enhancing Capacities for 
Trade in Services Policymaking and Negotiations 
held in Colombo. (ILEAP, 19/11/2015).          
http://goo.gl/MdjWSA 

 

 Diagnosing Potential for Trade in Services 
Critical For Developing Countries. (CUTS, 
02/10/2015). http://goo.gl/ypSomt 

 Bring Back Trade and Competition Policy at the 
Multilateral Level. (CUTS, 01/10/2015).     
http://goo.gl/5X2G57 

 CUTS Research Report Sheds Light on Needed 
Competition Reforms in Sectors Critical to 
People’s Welfare. (CUTS, 08/07/2015).    
https://goo.gl/9LgMTY 

 Tanzania advised to push for discipline in 
domestic regulation. (The Guardian, 
01/07/2015). http://goo.gl/LtJnDU 

 New information hub on trade in services. (ITC 
Global Services Network, 16/05/2015).     
http://goo.gl/DWVJCs 

 

POLICY COHERENCE 

 CUTS re-launches project to promote farming, 
trade linkages. (The Guardian, 15/03/2016). 
http://goo.gl/7zFyBV 

 New Project Pursues More Climate-aware, Trade
-driven, Food Security-enhancing Agro-
processing in East Africa. (CUTS, 29/02/2016). 
https://goo.gl/h8if0z 

 Make farming sexier for the youth, says EAC. 
(The Star, 15/09/2015). http://goo.gl/9zaiBJ 

 Address high inequality levels in the counties. 
(Business Daily Africa, 14/09/2015). http://
goo.gl/oLI2D9 

 Climate, Food, Trade: Regional Meeting Ends 
With Calls for Continued Efforts on Policy 
Coherence. (CUTS, 08/09/2015). http://
goo.gl/2v0I01 

 East African Stakeholders Take Stock of Policy 
Synergies on Climate, Food and Trade. (CUTS, 
07/09/2015). http://goo.gl/sd0DKH 

 Join hands to tackle climate change, EA 
ministries told. (Sunday Nation, 16/05/2015). 
http://goo.gl/TgAT6C 

 Forest policy to regulate charcoal trade. (The 
Guardian, 24/04/2015). http://goo.gl/rd3INE 
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 Promoting agriculture, climate change for 
development in EAC. (The Guardian, 
24/04/2015). http://goo.gl/4i9OQA 

 Une étude informative sur le Commerce, 
Changement climatique et Sécurité alimentaire 
au sein de l’EAC a été présentée. (Rwanda News 
Agency, 20/04/2015). http://goo.gl/43HxPI 

 Un bulletin agro-météorologique pour anticiper 
les risques agro-climatologiques. (BurundiEco, 
17/04/2015). http://goo.gl/FNwRLc 

 Climate change is already impacting agricultural 
and trade patterns throughout East Africa. 
(Rwanda News Agency, 16/04/2015). http://
goo.gl/SvEbGs 

 Two Counties announce imminent launch of 
weather communications programmes for 
farmers . (CUTS, 15/04/2015). http://goo.gl/
YUTDao 
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ANNEX 8 

CUTS IN THE WORLD 

CONSUMER UNITY & TRUST SOCIETY (CUTS) 

D-217, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park 
Jaipur 302 016, India. 
Ph: 91.141.228 2821  
Email: cuts@cuts.org  
Web: www.cuts-international.org  
 
CUTS CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE, 

ECONOMICS & ENVIRONMENT (CUTS CITEE) 

D–217, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park 
Jaipur 302 016, India 
Ph: +91.141.2282821 
Email: citee@cuts.org 
Web: www.cuts-citee.org  
 
CUTS CENTRE FOR COMPETITION, 

INVESTMENT AND ECONOMIC REGULATION 

(CUTS CCIER) 

D–217, Bhaskar Marg, Bani Park 
Jaipur 302 016, India 
Ph: +91.141.2282821 
Email: c-cier@cuts.org  
Web: http://www.cuts-ccier.org/  
 
 

 

 

 

 

CUTS INTERNATIONAL, GENEVA 

37-39 rue de Vermont 
CH-1202 Geneva, Switzerland 
Ph: +41 22 734 6080 
Email: geneva@cuts.org 
Web: www.cuts-geneva.org   
 
HANOI RESOURCE CENTRE 

No 112 Kham Thien Str., Dong Da District 
Hanoi, Vietnam 
E-mail: hanoi@cuts.org 
Web: www.cuts-hanoi.org 
 

LUSAKA RESOURCE CENTRE 

4th Floor, Main Post Office Building, Cairo Road, PO 
Box 37113,Lusaka, Zambia 
Ph: +260.1.224992 
E-mail: lusaka@cuts.org 
Web: www.cuts-international.org/cuts-arc.htm 
 
NAIROBI RESOURCE CENTRE 

Co-op Trust Plaza, 1st Floor Lower Hill/Bunyala 
Roads Upper Hill, PO Box 8188-00200,  
Nairobi, Kenya  
Email: nairobi@cuts.org 
Web: www.cuts-international.org/cuts-arc.htm  
 

 

ACCRA RESOURCE CENTRE  

No 30 Oroko Avenue (Near Accra Central ViewHotel 
and ATTC Kokomlemle),  
Accra, Ghana 
Ph: + 233 24 392 0926  
Email: accra@cuts.org 
Web: www.cuts-international.org/arc/accra 
 

DELHI RESOURCE CENTRE 

62, Qutab View Apartments, Katwaria Sarai, New Delhi 
110 016, India 
Ph: +91.11.26863021 
E-mail: delhi@cuts.org 
Web: http://www.cuts-international.org/cuts-drc.htm  
 
CALCUTTA RESOURCE CENTRE  

3, Suren Tagore Road, 2nd Floor, Calcutta 700 019, 
India 
Ph: +91.33.24604985 
E-mail: calcutta@cuts.org 
Web: www.cuts-international.org/cuts-crc.htm  
 

CENTRE FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT (CHD) 

Rawala, Senti, 
Chittorgarh 312 025, Rajasthan, India 
Ph: 91.1472.241 472 
E-mail: chd@cuts.org 
Web: http://www.cuts-international.org/chd/ 
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CUTS INTERNATIONAL, 
GENEVA 
 

37-39, Rue de Vermont 
1202 Geneva, Switzerland 
Ph: +41 (0) 22 734 60 80 | Fax:+41 (0) 22 734 39 14 
Email: geneva@cuts.org | Web: cuts-geneva.org 
Skype: cuts.grc 

mailto:geneva@cuts.org

